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my daughter to write out the eventful history of my youth for the perusal of my grandchildren. | consent on two
conditions. Firstly, | must not be found fault with if, in relating past events, | refer to them with the foolings of
the present time. No young voice most cry out in criticism, Oh, you were only ten, twelve, fourteen, or whatever
age it might be, when this happened; you could not have thought in such or such a way. To all those objections
beforehand, I answer, Well, | am sixty-four now | am telling the story, and if in my narration of the incidents of
my youth and childhood there creep in, on hobbling gait, the wise, saws and sad thoughts of age, | cannot help
it. It is the fault of my years, not of my pen. | will promise you that | will often search back into my spirit, and
gather op, if | can, those light clouds of fancy that children coll thought. But | am old now, and | am not sure
that I shall always succeed. The withered leaf at best is but a sad, mocking image of the same leaf in its fresh
green spring. Perhaps | shall often give you such an image, and beguile myself with the fancy that it is a
garland from the rosy May of my youth. Forgive me: | glance at ray face in this glass standing on my table, and
I see | am myself a withered leaf. | can show you, then, only the form of my life, not...
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