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University of Arizona Press. Paperback. Book Condition: new. BRAND NEW, Eating on the Wild Side: The
Pharmacologic, Ecologic and Social Implications of Using Noncultigens, Nina L. Etkin, People have long used
wild plants as food and medicine, and for a myriad of other important cultural applications. While these plants
and the foraging activities associated with them have been dismissed by some observers as secondary or
supplementary or even backward their contributions to human survival and well-being are more significant
than is often realized. Eating on the Wild Side spans the history of human-plant interactions to examine how
wild plants are used to meet medicinal, nutritional, and other human needs. Drawing on nonhuman primate
studies, evidence from prehistoric human populations, and field research among contemporary peoples
practicing a range of subsistence strategies, the book focuses on the processes and human ecological
implications of gathering, semidomestication, and cultivation of plants that are unfamiliar to most of us.
Contributions by distinguished cultural and biological anthropologists, paleobotanists, primatologists, and
ethnobiologists explore a number of issues such as the consumption of unpalatable and famine foods, the
comparative assessment of aboriginal diets with those of colonists and later arrivals, and the apparent self-
treatment by sick chimpanzees with leaves shown to be pharmacologically active. Collectively, these articles
offer a theoretical framework emphasizing the cultural evolutionary processes that transform plants from wild
to domesticated with many steps in between while placing wild plant use within current discussions
surrounding biodiversity and its conservation. Eating on the Wild Side makes an important contribution to our
understanding of the links between biology and culture, describing the interface between diet, medicine, and
natural products. By showing how various societies have successfully utilized wild plants, it underscores the
growing concern for preserving genetic diversity as it reveals a fascinating chapter in the human...
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