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Didactics, Literature Studies, grade: 10, Justus-Liebig-University Giessen (Anglistik), course: Proseminar:
Language, Mind and Brain, language: English, abstract: In our daily lives, language plays an important role.
The ability to use spoken or written language in order to express meaning is essential and enables people to
cope with situations in which communication via language is indispensable. As a matter of fact, there are
certain diseases that decrease an individual's ability to express him- or herself properly without decline of
intelligence. In general, this phenomenon is called aphasia, which literally means without language; though the
ability to speak remains in most cases. Aphasia is a disturbance in the established language system of a person
due to brain injury. Some signals that might indicate that a patient is su<ering from aphasia are for example:
problems to build correct sentences in written and spoken language, usage of inappropriate words in certain
situations, invention of neologisms, inability to recognize own mistakes (in some cases), or errors on
phonological basis. According to the symptoms the individual patient shows, there are four major categories in
which aphasia can be subdivided: global aphasia, amnesic aphasia, Broca's aphasia and Wernicke's aphasia. It
is worth mentioning that other types of aphasia and mixtures of these four categories also exist. Especially,
when practicing with aphasia patients, new problems may arise and shiG the respective form of aphasia
towards another. On the one hand, aphasia is a very interesting phenomenon. On the other hand, it is a severe
impairment for patients, which makes it hard to cope with the challenges of daily life. Since aphasia is...
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